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County Free Library Law. 

Chaptbb 68. 
An act to provide for the eitablUhmettt 
and maintenance of county free libra- 
riet tn the State of California, and 
repealing "An act entitled 'An act to 
provide county library eyttemi' ap- 
proved April IS, 1909, and til acti and 
parte of actt in conflict with tkit act." 
[Approved February 26, 1911.] 
The people of the 8tate of California, rep- 
resented in senate and aitembly, do 
enact a* followa: 

Seotioh 1. The boards ol tnpervltors ai 
of the sererel counties ehall bave power t^, 
to establish and UBintain, within their "J 
respective coonties, coanty free libraries 
in the manner and with the functiona 
pn-scrilKd in this act. 

Sdo. 2. Tbe board of Buperrtaon of 
any coanty may establish at the coiiDty 
seat H connty free library (or that part 
of BDch comity lying oattide of incorpo- 
rated cities and towDS maintaifiing free 
public libraries, and outbids of librarj' dis- 
trlcts iMlntalnlng dlittlct libraries, and 
for all suefa aMttional portiona of dbch 
county as may eieet to bbcoine a part of, 
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Or to participate in, such county free 
library system, as hereafter provided in 
this act. At least once a week for two 
successive weeks prior to taking such 
action, the board of supervisors shall pub- 
lish, in a newspaper designated by them 
and published in such county, notice of 
such contemplated action, giving therein 
the date of the meeting at which such 
action is proposed to be taken. 
incor- Sec. 3. After the establishment of a 
StieJ*^nd county free library as provided in this 
act, the board of trustees, common coun- 
cil or other legislative body of any incor- 
porated city or town in the county main- 
taining a free public library, or the board 
of trustees of any library district main- 
taining a district library, may notify the 
board of supervisors that such city, town 
or library district desires to become a 
part of the county free library system, 
and thereafter such city, town or library 
district shall be a part thereof and its in- 
habitants shall be entitled to the benefits 
of such county free library, and the prop- 
erty within such city, town or library dis- 
trict shall be liable to taxes levied for 
county free library purposes. But the 
board of trustees, common council or 
other legislative body of any incorporated 
city or town in the county, or the board 
of trustees of any library district may 
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at any time notify the board of super- 
visors tiiat such city, town or library dis- 
trict no longer desires to be a part of 
the county free library system, and there- 
after such city, town or library district 
shall cease to participate in the benefits 
of such county free library, and the prop- 
erty situated in such city, town or library 
district shall not be liable to taiea for 
county free library purposes ; provided, 
however, that the board of trastees, com- 
mon council or other legislative body ot 
any incorporated city or town, or the 
board of trustees of any library district, 
shall publish, at least once a week for 
two successive weeks prior either to giving 
or to withdrawing such notice, in a oews- 
paper designated by said board of trnstees, 
city council or board of library trustees, 
and circulating throughout such city. 
town or library district, notice of such 
contemplated action, giving therein the 
date and the place of the meeting at 
which such contemplated action is pro- 
posed to be taken. 

Sec. 4. The board of supervisors of 
any county wherein a county free library 
has been established nuder the provisions 
of this act, shall have full power and 
authority to enter Into contracts with any 
incorporated city or town maintalnii^ a 
free public library, and any saeh iucor- 
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porated city or town shall, through its 
board of trustees or other legislative body, 
have power to enter into contracts witn 
such county to secure to the residents ot 
such incorporated oity or town the sam 
privileges of the county free library as 
are granted to, or enjoy^ed by, the resi- 
dents of the county outside of such incor- 
porated city or town^ or such privileges as 
may be agreed upon in such contract* ^P^ 
such consideration to be named in saiu 
contract as may be agreed upon, the same 
to be paid into the county free library 
fund, and thereupon the residents of such 
incorporated city or town shall have the 
same privileges with regard to said county 
free library as are had by the residents of 
such county outside of such incorporated 
city or town, or such privileges as may ^® 
agreed upon by said contract. 

Sec. 5. The board of superrisors of 
any county wherein a county free library 
rthwTor has been established under the provisions 
of this act, shall have full power and 
authority to enter into contracts or agre^ 
ments with the beard of supervisors of any 
other ceunty to secure to the residents of 
such other county such privileges of such 
county free library as may, by such con- 
trsict, be agreed upon and upon such 
consideration aa may in said contract be 
agre«d upon^ the same to be paid into the 
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couut; free library fund, and thereupon 
the InhabitantB of such other county shall 
have such privileges of such county tree 
library aa ma; by such contract be agreed 
upon; and the board of supervisors of 
such county shall have full power and 
authority to enter into a contract with 
the board of superviaors of another county 
wherein a county free library has been 
established under the provisions of this 
act, as in this section provided, and shall 
have power to levy a library tax as in 
this act provided, for the purpose of 
carrying out such contract, but the mak- 
ing of such contract shall not bar the 
board of supervisors of such county dur- 
ing the continuance of such contract, from 
establishing a county free library therein 
under the provisions of this act, it none 
be already established therein, and upon 
the establishment of such county free 
library, such contract may be terminated 
upon such terms as may be agreed upon 
by the parties thereto, or may continue 
for the term thereof. 

Sec. 6. A commission is hereby created 
to be known as the board of library exam- 
iners, consisting of the state librarian. 
who shall be ex officio chairmau of eaid 
board, the librarian of the public library 
of the city and county of San Francisco, 
and the librarian of the Los Angeles pub- 
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lie library. The members of said board 
shall receive no compensation for their 
services, except their actual and necessary 
traveling expenses, to be paid out of the 
state library fund. Said board shall pass 
upon the qualifications of all persons de- 
siring to become county librarians, and 
may, in writing, adopt rules and regula- 
tions not inconsistent with law for its own 
government, and for carrying out the pur- 
poses of this act. Persons of either sex 
shall be eligible to certification for the 
office of county librarian. 

Sec. 7. Upon the establishment of a 
county free library, the board of super- 
visors shall appoint a county librarian, 
who shall hold office for the term of four 
years, subject to prior removal for cause, 
after a hearing, by said board. No per- 
son shall be eligible to the office of county 
librarian unless prior to his appointment, 
he has received from the board of library 
examiners a certificate of qualification for 
the office. At the time of his appointment, 
the county librarian need not be a resi- 
dent of the county nor a citizen of the 
State of California. 

Sec. 8. The county free library shall 
be under the general supervision of the 
board of supervisors, which shall have 
power to make general rules and regula- 
tions regarding the policy of the county 
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free libniy, to eetabliBli, upon the rec- f" 
ommendatioti of the coaoty librarian, a" 
branches and stations throughout tbe m 
count? and may locate said brancheH and "' 
stations in incorporated cities and ttowtis 
whererer deemed advisable, to determine 
the number aad bind of employees of 
such library, and to appoint and dismiss 
sach employees upon tbe recommendation 
oE the county librarian. Such employee 
shall not be removed except for cause, and 
in case any such removal be made upon 
the ground that the services of such em- 
ployee are no longer required, such re- 
moved employee Hhall have the first right 
to be restored to such employment when 
such services are again required, but the 
board of supervisors may, at the time of 
appointing any employee, and upon the 
recommendation of the county librarian, 
enter into an agreement that such em- 
ployee be employed for a definite time 
only. All employees of the county free 
library whose duties require sjiecial train- 
ing in library work shall be graded in 
grades to be established by the county 
librarian, nith tbe advice and approval of 
tbe state librarian, according to the duties 
required of them, experience in library 
work and other qualifications for the serv' 
ice required ; and before appointment to a 
position in the graded service, the can- 
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be purchased. The salary per annum of salary 
the county librarian shall be as follows : In librarfan. 
counties of the first to the third classes in- 
clusive, two thousand four hundred dollars ; 
of the fourth to the tenth classes inclu- 
sive, two thousand dollars ; of the eleventh 
to the twentieth classes inclusive, eigh- 
teen hundred dollars ; of the twenty-first 
to the thirtieth classes inclusive, fifteen 
hundred dollars ; of the thirty-first to the 
forty-eighth classes inclusive, twelve hun- 
dred dollars ; and of the forty-ninth to the 
fifty-seventh classes inclusive, five hun- 
dred dollars. The salary of each of the 
county librarians here provided shall be 
paid by each of such counties in equal 
monthly installments, at the same time 
and in the same manner and out of the 
same fund as the salaries of other county 
officers are paid. The county librarian 
and his assistant shall be allowed actual 
and necessary traveling expenses incurred 
on the business of the office. 

Sec. 10. The county free libraries of General 
the state shall be under the general super- vision uj 
visions of the state librarian, who shall branan. 
from time to time, either personally or 
by one of his assistants, visit the county 
free libraries and inquire into their con- 
dition. The actual and necessary ex- 
penses of such visits shall be paid out of 
the state library fund. The state libra- 
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Sec, 12. The board of supervisors, ^'^■ 
after a couDty free library has been estab- 
lished, shall anoualtf levy, in the same 
manner and at the same time as other 
county taxes are levied, and in addition 
to all other taies, a tax not to exceed one 
mill on the dollar of assessed valuation 
upon all property in such county outside 
o( incorporated cities and towns main- 
taining free public libraries, and library 
districts maintaining district libraries, 
and upon all property within incorporated 
cities, towns and library districts, which 
have elected to become a. ^art of snch 
county free library system aa provided in 
this act, for the purpose of purchasing 
property for. establishing and maintaining 
the county free library. County bonds bd 
may be issued, in the manner prescribed 
in section 40SS of the Political Code, for 
the erection and equipment of county free 
library buildings and the purchase of land 
therefor. The board of supervisors is 
authorized to receive, on behalf of the 
county, any gift, beauest or devise for "' 
the county tree library, or for any branch 
OF subdivision thereof. The title to all 
property belonging to the county free 
library shall be vested in the county. All 
laws applicable to the collection of county 
taxes shall apply to the collection of the 
tax herein provided. All funds of the 
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compenution to be nsmed in aucb con- 
tract or agreement, tbe ram« to be paid 
into the county free library fnod. 

Sec. 14. The board of BupeirisoTH shall ^., 
have power to accept on behalf of the <"' 
count? free library, all books and other iw 
property of school libraries and of the i" 
teachers' library ai provided by section! "" 
1565, 171C and 1716 of the Political'" 
Code, and to manage and maiDtain tbe 
same aa a part of the eounty free library. 

Sec. 16. After a county free library m 
has been eetabliabed, It may be disestab- '" 
lished in tbe same manner as it was estab- 
lished. At least once a week for two 
successive weeks prior to taking such ac- 
tion, the board oE supervisors shall pub- 
lish, in a newspaper de«tgnated by them. 
and published in the county, notice of 
such contemplated action, giving therein 
tbe date of the meeting at which sucb 
contemplated action is proposed to be 
taken. 

Sko. 16. Instead of wtablishing a sep- u 
arate cminty free library, the board of I 
snpervlsora Bwy ehter inta a contract ae- J'j 
cording to the provisitma of tMs section "' 
with the board of library tmsteM or other 
authority in charge of tb* free public 
library of any Incorporated city or town, 
and tbe board of library trhsteei. or other 
authority in charge of such free public 
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tion sixteen of this act shall be applicable 
thereto, until the establishment and equip- 
ment of a county free library under the 
provisions of sections one to fifteen inclu- 
sive of this act, unless sooner terminated 
under the provisions thereof. 
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